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Brief Introduction

BRIEF INTRODUCTION



As an Intergovernmental network of 22 countries, the Asia-Pacific Network for Global
Change Research recognizes and stresses the importance of climate change impacts
in the Asia-Pacific region.

• Climate Change and Variability is 1 of APN’s 4 research themes 
• 2012 and 2013:  

- Climate Adaptation Framework; 
- Springer Book on Climate in Asia and the Pacific: Security, Society & 

Sustainability
- Special Focussed Call on CCA-DRR-L+D.  



10 YEARS OF CLIMATE ADAPTATION   
10 years of Climate Adaptation  



http://www.apn-
gcr.org/resources/items/browse?search=adaptation&collection=2&submit_search
=Search

Adaptation in 
the title!!



Most recent: Pereira (Malaysia) and Prabhakar (Japan)
Strengthening Capacity for Policy Research on Mainstreaming Adaptation to 

Climate Change in Agriculture and Water Sectors – see our metadata portal 
for information on this

Phase I: ran from April 2003 to March 2006 and focused on Climate 
Change Adaptation and Mitigation

Phase  II:  ran from April 2006 to March 2009 and focused on Water and 
Food Security

Phase III: from April 2009  to March 2012 and focused on Climate 
Change Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability

CAPaBLE PROGRAMME
…COMPREHENSIVE RESEARCH…the beginning…..



Capacity Development and Research in Climate Change 
under CAPaBLE Phase I 

“In Review” highlighted CAPaBLE as
Policy relevant, conducting underpinning research, 
developing capacity, creating partnerships, raising 

awareness, promoting sustainable societies. 

A review in 2008 highlighted that the 
CAPaBLE Programme had: 

CAPaBLE Phase One 
EvaluationScientific Activities – Vulnerability, Impacts & 

Adaptation – clearly became a focus for APN in 2004

•Trained over 300 scientists

• Raised awareness of over 4000  people

• Published over 50  peer-reviewed papers



Climate Change 
Challenges that we 
took to 
UNFCCC/SBSTA28/30 
(2008/9)

Climate change is the foremost 
concern particularly vulnerabilities, 
impacts and adaptation 

lack of human & institutional 
capacity & limited financial 
resources are the main challenges in 
implementing climate research

mainstreaming climate research 
results into national policy 

Sectors Most at Risk
Agriculture, Water (floods, drought, 

security), Forests, Coastal zones, 
Mangroves, Maritime resources, etc

2009: APN’s Response
Scientific Capacity Building for Climate 
Impact and Vulnerability Assessments 

under the CAPaBLE Programme

mainstreaming adaptation strategies 
most challenging



• Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment 
and Urban Development Planning for Asian 
Coastal Cities

• Climate Change in Eastern Himalayas: 
Advancing Community-Based Scientific 
Capacity to Support Climate Change 
Adaptation

• Building Research Capacity on Assessing 
Community Livelihood Vulnerability to 
Climate Change Impacts in Central Viet 
Nam and the Mekong River Delta

• Capacity Development of the Scientific 
Community for Assessing the Health Impacts 
of Climate Change

Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN). (2012). Focused Activity: 
Scientific Capacity Building for Climate Impact and Vulnerability Assessments 
(SCBCIA). Retrieved from http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources/items/show/1831



Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN). (2012). Networking 
Beyond Rio+20: Climate Adaptation Partnerships for Sustainable 
Development — A Policy Brief. Retrieved from http://www.apn-
gcr.org/resources/items/show/1835

Salik: Robust and collective global to
regional responses for climate
change adaptation will be achieved
through joint research and policy
actions by sharing of technology,
knowledge and experiences.”

Mimura: Two important 
dimensions of climate change 
adaptation, science-driven 
approach and society needs-
based approach



APN Climate Book 
Climate in Asia and the Pacific: Security, Society and Sustainability

1. Follow-up of Synthesis Report (synthesizing 56 
climate-related projects – 98 peer reviewed papers; 
over 50 training outputs such as toolkits and 
training packages)

2. Explains the current status of climate change and 
climate variability in the Asia-Pacific region; future 
directions in the area and overarching issues; 

3. Chapters: (1) Introduction; (2) Climate change & 
climate variability; (3) Urbanisation; (4) Security: 
food, water, energy; (5) Society: governance, 
remote communities, human health; (6) 
Sustainability: energy, ecosystems services.

4. Authors: 31 Authors from the GC Community –
most engaged in IPCC AR5. 

5. Proof is with us and you can pre-order your copies 



http://www.springer.com/environme
nt/global+change+-
+climate+change/book/978-94-007-
7337-0

Series: Advances in Global Change 
Research, Vol. 56

▶ Offers a broad perspective on the 
impacts of climate change on
society in Asia and the Pacific

▶ Explores a many-layered mix of 
science, economics, politics and
sociological concerns

▶ Provides a useful resource for 
scientists, policy makers and
practitioners



Science-Policy Dialogues

SCIENCE-POLICY DIALOGUES



EMPHASIS ON SCIENCE-POLICY 
INTERACTIONS

Science-Policy is emphasised: Links with 
IPBES, UNFCCC; UNCBD; Rio+20 etc. 

awareness-
raising

capacity 
development 

science-
policy 

mechanisms



KEY MESSAGES
1. The need for solution-oriented knowledge and 

information that can lead to action

2. Risk management to deal with uncertainty

3. Importance of local champions in the policy 
sector..linked to building trust

4. Action-oriented research…moving away from 
traditional research

5. Risk-sharing through market-based mechanisms 
should be encouraged

6. Local knowledge could be combined with 
scientific knowledge to shape policies. 

Full report available at 
http://www.start.or.th/apn/scien
ce-policy-dialogue-on-
challenges-of-global-
environmental-change-in-
southeast-asia/



SUSTAINING THE MOMENTUM …..
1. The first Southeast Asia SPD in 2012 was deemed a success. 

Sustaining the momentum is key question. 

2. 2014 South Asia SPD in collaboration with South Asia 
START regional 

3. 2015 East Asia SPD in collaboration with Temperate East 
Asia 

4. 2016 Synthesis of 3 Sub-Regional Science-Policy 
Dialogues 
 Results brought to a 2016/17 SPD in Kobe as a potential Hyogo-

based activity (this idea needs further consideration and 
development).



OPPORTUNITY: 
FOCUSSED CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

CCA-DRR-L+D: 
LINKAGES, PRIORITIES, LIMITATION 

Focussed Call For Proposals



Ongoing Activities (2013-2014): Focused 
Activities on Climate Adaptation, Disaster 
Risk Reduction, And Loss & Damage

• Interactive Session at the APN’s 18th IGM 

• Two main activities on disaster risk reduction, loss and damage 
associated with climate change impacts in Asia and the Pacific for 
knowledge sharing and partnership development (the first last 
week in Kobe); the second in collaboration with APAN and the 
L+D Forum (ICCCAD and other engaged institutions)

• A special call for proposals for regional research and 
capacity building activities related to loss and damage. 
(deadline: 22nd September 2013). www.apn-gcr.org



Open call for focused activities on 
adaptation, disaster risk reduction, 
loss and damage 
US$680,000 (Donor: MOEJ)

1. Launch Date: 30/31 August 2013 
(Bangkok)
 Regional research: Call or 

proposals (US$450,000)
 Capacity development: Call for 

proposals (US$230,000)

2. New activities selected and 
expected to start: December 2013 
& March 2014.   

(depends on level of interest, which 
determines the  length of the review  and 
selection process)



Priority themes were determined by you

Regional-base research 
activities 

Capacity building 
activities 

Networking/ 
Communication activities

With funding from the Ministry of the Environment, Japan (MOEJ), a call for 
focused activities is being launched today and tomorrow, during the present APAN  
Forum on Loss and Damage. 

New activities will funded by the end of the 

year that focus on regional research and 

capacity development. 

?



New Activities: CCA-DRR-L+D for regional research

Research Theme 1: Integrated Modeling that reduces vulnerability and improves 
resilience to Loss & Damage by looking at a combination of: 
• Climate vulnerability, impacts and adaptation; Economics; and Social and human dimension  
Research Theme 2: Regional Downscaling

• Downscaling knowledge for adaptation, risk and loss & damage that could be transferred to 
the local level (including remote communities, districts, cities, etc.)

• Scientific community needs to downscale more to aid impact assessment at the local level
• Gap analysis  (including best practices) in knowledge and understanding of loss and 

damage at the local level 
Research Theme 3: Multi/trans disciplinary research and assessment of:
• Impacts of extreme weather events and slow onset events at regional, sub-regional and 

local levels (what are the gaps; what is the status quo?)
• Reducing loss by revisiting current aspects of Disaster Risk Management strategies across 

local, national and regional scales (including transboundary) 
• Non-economic losses due to climate - extreme and slow onset events 
• Integrating the risks identified through CCA-DRR-L+D into regional planning: What is the 

present scientific understanding in these areas? Is more needed? Are there sufficient 
science-policy linkages? 

• Methodology, terminology and other concepts that link climate change adaptation, loss and 
damage,  and disaster risk reduction (for example, developing methodologies for 
quantifying non-economic losses)



New Activities: CCA-DRR-L+D for capacity development
Capacity Building (including dissemination, awareness‐raising)
1. Enhancing capacity for assessment

• of  L+D and planning and implementation for DRR and CCA, both by government authorities and 
civil society that would also document successful practices of local, experiential and indigenous 
knowledge 

2. Training, awareness‐raising; strengthening partnerships in  L+D, CCA and DRR for:
• local communities and local governments to enable bottom‐up planning and mechanisms
• Increasing the knowledge‐base of L+D, CCA, DRR and how it might impact future generations 
• Strengthening linkages, effective coordination and building synergies across neighbouring 

countries to enhance cross‐learning, especially at the sub‐national/district level
3. Addressing gaps in multi/trans‐disciplinary appraches

• Developing toolkits, mapping different institutions that are engaged in DRM that can help 
address loss and damage

• Entry points for science‐policy interfaces at regional, national and local levels 
4. Retaining knowledge, maintaining data, sustaining disaster loss databases  

• What is going on, where are the gaps, training initiatives on resilience
• Decision‐support tools and training opportunities. Local language would be used at the local 

level and translations would be available
• Addressing the problems of existing data: insufficiency, inaccessibility and/or inconsistency  



Successfully addressing regional-level climate issues in 
the Asia-Pacific region requires some basics

• UNDERSTANDING: regional and cultural diversities that exist in the 
region;  traditional knowledge is powerful (west-knows-best practices are 
too common one size does not fit all)…

• EDUCATING: providing better opportunities for young (early career) 
scientists through training; engaging youth especially in social 
networking…

• CREATING: opportunities for  informal dialogues with stakeholders at 
sub-regional levels (addressing common issues, builds trust sense of 
ownership and less intimidating)…

• ENGAGING: in activities that involve all stakeholders and engaging in 
and listening to those who are most at risk…

• SHARING & COMMUNICATING: the most important factor across the 
region is the human factor: sharing information, data, transferring 
knowledge, experiences and best practices…



For more information…
APN Call for Focussed Proposals
Expressions of interest will be accepted at the 
following address: LandD2013@apn-gcr.org by 
24:00, Japan Standard Time 22nd September 2013. 

APN Website:
News, announcements and global change community updates
http://www.apn-gcr.org/

APN E-Lib: 
Archive of publications, completed/ongoing project metadata and 
outputs
http://www.apn-gcr.org/resources

Contact us:
East Building, 4F; 1-5-2 Wakinohama Kaigan Dori
Chuo-ku, Kobe 651-0073, Japan
Tel: +81-78-230-8017; Fax: +81-78-230-8018
info@apn-gcr.org


