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Acceptable risks are risks deemed so low that
additional risk reduction efforts (adaptations) are
not seen as necessary

Tolerable risks relate to activities seen as worth
pursuing for their benefits, but where additional
efforts (adaptations) are required for risk reduction
within reasonable levels

Intolerable risks are those which exceed a socially-
negotiated norm (e.g., the availability of clean
drinking water) or value (e.g. a persistence of a way
of life) despite adaptive action.

Adaptation Limit: a point at which an actor can no
longer secure valued objectives from intolerable
risk through adaptive action.
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Frequency of Adverse Impact

defined by the inability to
breed rice varieties that
pollinate with night-time
temperatures above the
32-35° range, with no
practicable adaptation
option currently available
to overcome this limit

Intolerable
Risks

loss of farmer
livelihoods and the

security of supply of

the staple crop

Very Frequent

10% decline in
yield for every
additional 1°C
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