Climate for change
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Cumulative mean specific mass balance [10° kg m~]
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WHY DON'T THE
GQREENWOUSE GISES
ESCAPE THROUGH
THE HOLE IN THE
OZONt LAYERY



che 4 books has § caused a Massive

5uﬁ:.-mcf Wil phis rupnff Hhe rescue
mission pefow? Stay tuned .. ‘



Media Is always there...
o, 5

...after it happens
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Media as early warning
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Coming soon

ey saycarhquabcs
don'ekill mwc houses

owness adding another floor 1o
their Gagile honses, o bribing an
afficial o passa house design so
theycan save money on
construction. Most of us are
acting like anostriches with heads
inthe sand when it comes to
preparing for the next big one.
Outof the 21 cities arouind
theworkd that lc in s
Kathmandusisat the highestrisk
of dearh, destuction, and
unpreparedness, Matters are not
helped by the ciry's extrem
high urban density: Kathmandu
hasanunconerolled urban
devclopment with 36,5 percent
annualgrowth raie. The
population hovessaround o
million and some 6,000 eoncrete:

2ones,

houscsare built every year, usually

withon proper cagincering, Itis
ot hard o imagine what will
happenon 2.0 magninude
carbal. Thiscityillolhpee
fikeadeck i

Nepalis need to remember the horror of
1934 so |t doesn’t happen agam.

uu pepulionc FKathmandu
includi

his k whatodoinan

King Luckily there arcsomewho mmmh whata community

the nnrlu;,mn:hm rrims have scen gon thewall, ow ot 10
1934 wasn'teven the worst thevalley da direct Iw it an king thata  build houses, m|| whenthe big

cantbiquake Kathmand bas enirerightbelow the  masimum I onedocs ain bedone

suffered. In 1255, one-third of

dity. Theeffectof suchastrong
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e of the dangers. Thefirst

Better

to.care for the survivors.

safe

The Dharara broke in half in 1934
(left) and the cld Ghantaghar was
reduced to rubble (right). The
‘seismicgap’ in westem Nepal
where there hasn't been a major
earthquake in 200 years
(se2map).

“Amasiveawaraness

wogram isneededas our goalis
1o um Nepal inoa totally
canhquake safe community by
2020," says Ramesh Guragain, a
structural engineer, Indeed, 2
partership berween Nepal
quabke safery groups. the
gavernment and intemational
ongnisstions hasresuledina
higher kevel of awasencss about
the dangers, nowall that needs
w bedoneisto putsome of the
disserpreparnesideas into
practice.

Histonical records show that
Kathimandu has been hit by a
major 1934-type carthuake
every 75 years. So the next ane
isdue, liverally, any day now,

But cxperts have discovered that
thereis even greater dangerofa
big carthquake in central Nepal,

...than

An8 magnitude earthquake in
X /

Like most other parts of ‘anyone wanis to buik 3 house in
Kathmandu Vabley, the vilage of
isalso  vilages, ihey ight o Tyaka
‘$68ing @ housing boom. and ask for advice
But look carefully, and a While it has been relatively
vistor nofices a big difference. easy ko convince Chaling lo follow

war. Most of us don'l want o think

“1 know it sounds scary but we
are iving under extremely

These arent o y building The
construction, Masons fie 25- code plan, experts face an uphil  magnitude of destruction will be
Tyakaand ing the same in core ~ says Gyan J
five of his collsagues have just  uban areas of Kalhmandu and Thapa, national securily officer al
finished rebuilding the Nateswarl  other major ciies. Earthquake UNDP. Things could be worse, but
Primary School (see pic) tomake  Safety Day on 16 January will they could also be betier if we are
it earthquake resistant with commemorats the 70° anfiversary  prepared. Slart now.
‘personal donal of the 1034 earthquake. I's as ‘The job of most earthquake
good a lime as any fo prepare for  experts s fo think of the worst-
They ig one. ind pian for il As
for T things are now, what wil happen
Earihquake Technology (NSET)  replicated, maynelrmesm toKaihmandu in the next major
in masonry work thal will survive  Kathmandu
amajor earthquake without 2 safer place the next time an above?
The six have #80 percent of the valley's

on’t cry wolf

void media hysteria
ommunity mobilisation
Isaster preparedness
Iternatives

conomical to be ecologicial
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Disastrous coverage [Finir

>Media not geared for slow
emergencies

>Awareness not enough

>Media is not just journalism

>Public service role eroding

>|t's arich man’s world

Shocked world bands together
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_____ ﬂ Islaards stiifted, Ecothowobbled by qualke  fasgsl
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The message is the medium

>Policy makers
>Scientists, academics
>Domestic public opinion
>Vulnerable populations
>Qutside world
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Message to policy makers

>Explain the science

>Cheaper alternatives

>Policy options

>Hazard mapping

>l onger-term horizon

>Disaster
preparedness




>Climate change exacerbates existing crises
>Vulnerable even more vulnerable

>Social injustice, poverty, development
>Slow health emergencies

>Multi-disaster preparedness
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