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1 . W HY  DOES F OR EST-BASED A DA P TA TION 

MA TTER ?  

2 . IN P R A CTICE:  SY NERG IES  A ND TR A DE -OFFS  

3 . SOME R ECOMMENDA TIONS  

Presentation Outline 



A d a p t a t i o n  m o s t l y  f o c u s e s  o n  w a t e r ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  d i s a s t e r  
m a n a g e m e n t .  A d a p t a t i o n  F u n d  p r o j e c t s  -  n o n e  e x p l i c i t l y  
a d d r e s s  f o r e s t s .  
 
B U T ,  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  s h o w s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  f o r e s t s  i n  r u r a l  
l i v e l i h o o d s  –  c o n t r i b u t i n g  g l o b a l l y   1 / 5  t o  ¼  o f  r u r a l  
h o u s e h o l d  i n c o m e .   
 
C o u n t r i e s  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  a d a p t a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  
-  f o r e s t s  n e e d  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d .   
 
C o n v e r s e l y ,  m i t i g a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  R E D D +  r a r e l y  
i n c l u d e  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a d a p t i v e  c a p a c i t y .  
 
C F  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a p p r o a c h  i n  A S E A N  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  e n t r y  
p o i n t  f o r  a d d r e s s i n g  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  m i t i g a t i o n  j o i n t l y   
 
 

Does Adaptation in Forests Matter? 



• R E D U C I N G  V U L N E R A B I L I T Y ! !  

• F o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t  t o  c l i m a t e  v a r i a b i l i t y  
t h a n  c r o p s  

• I n c o m e  f r o m  s a l e  o f  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  –  t i m b e r ,  
f u e l w o o d  a n d  n o n - t i m b e r  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  ( N T F P s )  

• C o n s u m p t i o n  o f  e d i b l e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  ( m u s h r o o m s ,  
s a g o ,  f r u i t s ,  b u s h m e a t )  

• T r e e s  p r o t e c t  s o i l  a n d  r e g u l a t e  w a t e r  a n d  
m i c r o c l i m a t e ,  p r o t e c t i n g  c r o p s  a n d  l i v e s t o c k   

• A g r o f o r e s t r y  s y s t e m s  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t  t o  d r o u g h t ,  
e x c e s s  p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  

• C o a s t a l  f o r e s t s  ( m a n g r o v e s )  m i t i g a t e  d i s a s t e r s /  
e x t r e m e  e v e n t s  ( s t o r m s  o r  c y c l o n e s )  a n d  s e a - l e v e l  r i s e   

• S o c i a l  f o r e s t r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s o c i a l  
o b j e c t i v e s :  s o c i a l  c a p i t a l ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a r i n g ,  
p r o - p o o r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a c c e s s  t o  f u n d s  

How do forests support adaptation? 



• L a c k  o f  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  f o r e s t - b a s e d  a d a p t a t i o n  
• I n t e r e s t  i n  m a k i n g  R E D D +  v i a b l e  i n  a b s e n c e  o f  
i m m e d i a t e  b e n e f i t s  
• M a k i n g  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  f u n d i n g  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  t h r o u g h  
l i n k i n g  
 

A l s o  
• n o t  d o i n g  s o  m a y  u n d e r m i n e  e f f o r t s  a t  s u s t a i n a b l e  
f o r e s t r y  a n d  r e s u l t  i n  l o s s  o f  r i g h t s  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d s  
a m o n g  v u l n e r a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s .   
 
W e  w a n t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  
• t h e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  r o l e s  o f  f o r e s t s  i n  m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  
a d a p t a t i o n ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  s y n e r g i e s  a n d  t r a d e -
o f f s .  
 

 
 

Why the case studies? 





Mangroves in Da Loc, Vietnam 
 
•R e d u c e d  d i s a s t e r  r i s k  f r o m  t y p h o o n s  a n d  e x t r e m e  
w e a t h e r  e v e n t s  

•I m p r o v e d  l i v e l i h o o d s  t h r o u g h  a q u a c u l t u r e ,  d u c k  a n d  
b e e  r a i s i n g  

•S o c i a l  c a p i t a l  w i t h i n  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  g r o u p -
o r g a n i z i n g  

•S t r e n g t h e n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  d i s t r i c t  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  

•H i g h  l e v e l s  o f  c a r b o n  s e q u e s t r a t i o n  

 

 

Forest-based adaptation  
synergies in action 



 



REDD+ project, Seima, Cambodia 

 

•Iterative  relat ionship with communal  land 
t i t l ing process supporting REDD+ and vice  
versa  

•Forest  based l ivel ihoods cri t ical  safety net  for  
Phnong community during t imes of  duress  

•Conservation regime provides alternatives to  
casava  or  cashew conversion  

•Potential  payments from VER sales  

 

 

 

Forest-adaptation  
synergies in action 





Community forests,  Dhanusa, Nepal  
 

•CF management plans can disproportionately  
impact  vulnerable  groups such as  women and 
those of  lower caste  

•Ex. In Bishnupur CFUG, prohibitions on cattle 
grazing led to increased labor for women collecting 
fodder and decrease in cattle numbers – affecting 
women as beneficiaries of dairy product income 

•Opportunity costs  –  landless groups are  
organizing and demanding conversion to  
agricultural  land  
•  

 

Trade-offs  



 



  

 

1 . Incorporate  adaptat ion lens  in  nat ional  
forestry  plans  and forestry  in  nat ional  
adaptat ion strategies .  

2 . Avoid sectoral  ‘ s i los ’  and employ  ecosystem -
based management  approaches.  

3 .  Scale-up models  of  successful  
mitigat ion−adaptat ion init iat ives .  Document  
lessons  learned.  

4 . Awareness  rais ing and capacity  bui lding for  
government  and communit ies .   

 

 
General recommendations for 

linking adaptation with forestry 



  

 

 

5 . Incorporate  local  knowledge in  adaptat ion 
and mit igat ion pract ices   

6 . Accelerate  and expand land tenure  reform 
processes  in  the  region.  

7 . Faci l i tate  market  access  and value  addit ion 
ski l ls  for  l ive l ihood development.  

8 . Support  development  of  knowledge sharing 
and networks  between communit ies  and 
countr ies .   

 

 
General recommendations for 

linking adaptation with forestry 



Thank you! 
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