
3rd Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum

Building capacities for local adaptation planning
Climate legal risk knowledge

Mark Baker-Jones

18 March 2013



Building capacities for local adaptation planning
Climate legal risk knowledge

Overview

18 March 2013mark.baker-jones@dlapiper.com 2

Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 Legal and institutional frameworks
 climate change adaptation planning
 corporate resilience

 Decision making frameworks
 climate legal risk
 understanding
 guidance

 Assessment and management of climate
legal risk
 identify regulatory frameworks
 develop and implement strategies
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Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 How can knowledge of climate legal risk

build capacities for local adaptation

planning?
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 Climate legal risk
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 Environmental risk
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Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 Environmental risk
= f(failure, harm)
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Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 Environmental legal risk
= f(failure, harm, prosecution)
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 Climate risk
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 Climate risk
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Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 Climate legal risk

= climate risk + legal risk
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Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 Climate legal risk

= f(climate event, legal, consequences)
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Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 Local authorities are particularly exposed to
climate legal risk
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 Byron Bay litigation
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 Queensland
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Overview

Climate legal risk

Building capacities

 How can knowledge of climate legal risk
build capacities for local adaptation
planning?

1. Give guidance as to how to deal with and respond to

climate legal risk

2. Provide legal and institutional frameworks that facilitate

climate change adaptation planning and support

resilience

3. Provide decision making frameworks that give an

understanding of climate legal risk

4. Develop and implement strategies for dealing with

climate related legal obligations.

5. Identify the relevant regulatory frameworks that impose

legal obligations related to climate change risk


